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This summary of the International Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF) Information Bulletin for Emergency Responders for Influenza Pandemics
was prepared by Sperian Respiratory Protection USA. The information contained in this summation is (particularly regarding respiratory
protection) not intended to take the place of the IAFF Information Bulletin. We recommend that the entire Information Bulletin be read for
a complete understanding. The Bulletin can be found at www.iaff.org.

Introduction
The International Association of Fire Fighters released an informational bulletin to assist fire fighters and emergency medical personnel
to be better prepared in the event of an Influenza Pandemic outbreak.
An influenza pandemic could potentially result in widespread illnesses and deaths around the world. All disasters and emergencies are
dealt with locally. Therefore, each local fire and emergency medical department must collaborate with its local government, public health
department, and community stakeholders to devise a plan of action.
More information can be found in the Information Bulletin for Emergency Responders for Influenza Pandemics, pgs. 2–8.

Overall Care During an Influenza Pandemic Alert
The best protection against a pandemic flu outbreak in North America is strict adherence to infection control procedures. Follow
universal precautions and the latest updates issued by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and World Health Organization (WHO) —
www.cdc.gov, www.who.org.
Additionally, fire departments should have an infection control program that meets the minimum requirements of NFPA 1581
(chapters 5 and 6), Standard on Fire Department Infection Control Program (http://www.nfpa.org).
More information on overall care during a flu pandemic can be found in the Information Bulletin for Emergency Responders for Influenza
Pandemics, pg. 8.

IAFF Recommended Respiratory Protection
The IAFF recommends the use of a P-100 disposable respirator only as minimum respiratory protection or a respirator with a higher level
of respiratory protection, including a full or half facepiece air-purifying respirator (APR) or powered air purifying respirator (PAPR) with
a HEPA filter/canister.
Additionally, the type of respirator facepiece and filter class required varies depending upon one's activities and risk of exposure.
For public and hospital use, many have suggested N-95 respirators. The IAFF does not believe that this type of respirator will afford
firefighter and emergency medical personnel proper protection. Accordingly, the IAFF recommends that emergency responders use,
at a minimum, a P-100 respirator.
The IAFF’s P-100 filter efficiency recommendation is consistent with NIOSH recommendations for emergency response to biological agent
incidents (http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/unp-intrecppe.htm).
Additionally, the IAFF recommendation is consistent with federal OSHA regulations that state “where workers are exposed to a hazard
that would require the use of a respirator with HEPA filtration, the appropriate class of respirator under the 42 CFR Part 84 certification is
the Type 100 (N-100, R-100, or P-100).” The IAFF recommendation is also consistent with the specifications contained in the World Health
Organization’s Hospital Infection Control Guidance for SARS (http://www.who.int/csr/sars/infectioncontrol/en).
Disposable respirators must have seal enhancing elastomeric components (e.g. rubber or plastic respirator to face seals) and must be
equipped with two or more adjustable suspension straps. The IAFF believes, and research has demonstrated, that without these
components it is difficult to obtain and maintain a seal.
The effectiveness of any respirator is highly dependent on having respirators that are well-fitted to firefighters' faces. Respirators that
leak may offer essentially no respiratory protection. All respirator use must be administered as part of a comprehensive Respiratory
Protection Program (RPP), according to the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).
In the event that an influenza pandemic occurs, the availability of disposable respirators may be severely strained and demand may
far exceed current manufacturer production capabilities. The U.S. Department of Heath and Human Services (DHHS) has charged the
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Institute of Medicine (IOM) of the National Academies (which provides science-based advice on matters of biomedical science, medicine,
and health) with making recommendations on the development of reusable respirators for use during an Influenza Pandemic in
healthcare settings and for the general public. The IAFF is participating in this process to ensure protection is not compromised
and will continue to push for the highest level of protection for first responders.
It is recommended that Fire and EMS departments assess their supply of disposable respirators and determine whether there is a
need to stockpile adequate supply before the demand becomes overwhelming for the current production system. More information
on the IOM project can be found on www.iom.edu/CMS/3740/32033.aspx
More information on respiratory protection during a pandemic flu outbreak can be found in the Information Bulletin for Emergency
Responders for Influenza Pandemics, pgs. 9–10.

Sperian Respiratory Protection P-100 Respirators/Hepa PAPRs
Sperian offers a variety of P-100 filter options. All masks, from disposable facepieces to PAPR systems, are available in three sizes
to fit most face shapes and sizes.

DISPOSABLE RESPIRATORS
SAF-T-Fit® Plus P100
• Adjustable straps for improved fit
• Boomerang nose seal provides added comfort
• Exhalation valve for ease of breathing
Freedom® Disposable Respirator
• Pre-assembled with Uni-Sorb P100 cartridge
• Adjustable straps for comfort and fit
• Broad sealing flange for improved seal
• Packaged in a resealable bag to protect the respirator when not in use

REUSABLE RESPIRATORS
P-100 Cartridges available for all reusable respirators
Survivair Blue 1™ Half-Mask Respirator
• Dual flange silicone skirt provides added seal protection
• Optional speaking diaphragm for improved communication
• Packaged in a resealable bag to protect the respirator when not in use
Survivair Premier® Plus Half-Mask Respirator
• Triple flange design provides added sealing security
• Lightweight and durable silicone facepiece construction
• Strategic placement of inhalation valves and cartridge ports enhances field of vision
• Yoke strap is contoured to match the skirt shape for even pressure point placement
• Wide cradle and straps to assist in weight distribution
Survivair Opti-Fit® APR Full Facepiece Respirator
• Full face protection
• Silicone skirt offers exceptional comfort and durability
• Wide viewing area offers distortion free visibility and optical clarity
• Molded-in speaking diaphragm for improved communication
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POWERED AIR PURIFYING RESPIRATORS (PAPR)
Survivair Mask-Mounted PAPR
• High airflow rate
• Lightweight unit reduces wearer’s fatigue
• Speaking diaphragm for improved communication
• Includes facepiece, blower, battery, charger, power cord, HE filter, belt and
air flow tester
• Belt-Mounted PAPRs also available

For More Information Contact:
Your local Sperian Respiratory Representative or log on to www.survivair.com

www.sperianprotection.com

